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PROBUS Club of Oshawa 
Newsletter:  December, 2021 

 
Our PROBUS Club of Oshawa has been holding VIRTUAL 
GENERAL MEETINGS since September 2020.  

 

President’s Message 

 
 
I hope this message finds everyone well.  
 
It is a beautiful sunny cool morning and a little of that white stuff on the ground. 
The lawnmower has been put to bed for another season.  Unfortunately, I had to 
awaken his big brother the snowblower just in case. 
 
Our COVID challenges remain but some restrictions being eased, particularly 
border crossings, I suspect some of you are planning or may have already left for 
the south.  If you are or have, enjoy the warm weather. 
 
Our first in person General Meeting is planned for January 11th, 2022, at the 
Oshawa and District Shrine Club.  More details regarding protocols will be 
forthcoming but be assured the safety of our members is and will be of the utmost 
importance. 
 
Special Interest Groups continue to meet and thanks to those who have submitted 
pictures for inclusion in the newsletter.  
 
With some COVID restrictions lifted we have been able to increase our numbers 
for the Christmas Luncheon December 15th at Kedron Dells.  Thanks to the social 
committee for their hard work in putting together this function.  I look forward to 
greeting those who will be attending.  If possible, please wear your name tags so 
we all won’t have to guess who is behind the mask.  Also, please be prepared to 
provide proof of COVID vaccination. 
 
Recently, a few of our members got together for a few games of Trivia.  Thanks to 
Jackie for putting the games together and congratulations to the winners.  
 
In my last message I asked for a volunteer to look after the function of sales of 
PROBUS clothing.  Lorraine Veroba has let us know that we are now able to order 
product direct from the distributor, Roy’s Enterprises. They are located at 1609 
McEwen Drive, Whitby. Phone (905) 728–1258. Web Site royenterprise.com. 
 
Our guest speaker for this month is Jennifer Merrick who did a presentation about 
“A Journey to Wales” earlier this year.  Her presentation will be a cruise through 
Alaska’s Inside Passage.  I am really looking forward to the presentation. 
 
As this may be my last message before Christmas, I would like to take this 
opportunity to wish you all the very best to each of you and your families for the 
Holiday Season. 
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Until we can meet in person, stay safe. 
 
And one final item. Did you know that if you replace “W” with “T” in What, Where and When, you 
get the answer to each of them. 
 
 

Garry Christenson 

President 
 

 
 

 
 
DECEMBER GENERAL MEETING 
 
Our next ZOOM Virtual General Meeting will be on Tuesday, 
December 14th at 10 AM.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
EASY STEPS TO PARTICIPATING IN OUR GENERAL 
MEETINGS VIA ZOOM 
 
 

 

 Use your browser to go to the website, www.zoom.us  

 At the top right corner of the screen that opens up, click on the button, that says 

JOIN A MEETING 

 Enter the Meeting ID code sent to you by email a day or so before the meeting 

date. 

 Enter the Passcode as directed. 

 You will be put into a Waiting Room, until you are admitted by the Host. 

 Once in the meeting check the toolbar at the bottom of your screen to see that 

your Video is on. If not, click it to on.  

 You can also check that your Audio is on the same way. You will be asked to 

Mute your audio during the Speaker sections of our General Meeting. 

 

http://www.zoom.us/
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If you need further assistance getting familiar with getting on and using ZOOM, please contact 
Maria de Jong at mariska578@gmail.com. 
 
 
 

DECEMBER SPEAKER – Jennifer Merrick, Travel Writer – Cruising Alaska’s 
Inside Passage 
 
Jennifer’s presentation will include pictures of a temperate rain forest, a 
glacier and creatures from both the land and sea. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Welcome to new member Linda Austin.  Long time members 
Josephine and Clayton Keith have cancelled their membership as they 
have moved from the area. Our membership number now stands at 
260.  

 
 If you have changes to your contact information, please email Connie Nelson 
at connienelson@rogers.com or call (905) 576-9022.  
 

 

 
 

 
GETTING TO KNOW OUR NEWER MEMBERS 
 

Linda Austin 
I just joined PROBUS earlier this month.  I was born and raised in the Greenwood/Danforth 
neighbourhood of Toronto.  I did move to St. John's, Newfoundland with my husband and we 
ended up staying 26 years.  I was always the C F A ( come from away ) but my husband was 
native to the island.  Truly, a different word next door and always a half hour later.  We retired 
back to Whitby, which is the reverse of what most people do. 
 

mailto:mariska578@gmail.com
mailto:connienelson@rogers.com
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I love history, playing cards and games, travelling, and reading.  I have already experienced the 
friendly inclusiveness of PROBUS.  I am really looking forward to participating in more activities 
and meeting new people. 
 
Hope to meet more of you, soon. 
 
 

 

William (Bill) Davidson 
My main interest is new technology.  Trying to keep up to date on 
this subject is almost a full time job.  I watch a number of tech POD 
CASTS on YouTube and follow a number of web sites to try to keep 
current. 
 
Most of my career was spent in the Information Technology (IT) field 

getting in on the ground floor as a computer operator around 1965 and progress through the 
field as shift supervisor, job scheduler and tape librarian, programmer, systems analyst, project 
management, and then transferring to the Internal Audit Department as Manager of IT Audit. 
 
As an Internal Audit, I joined the Toronto Chapter of Institute of Internal Auditors (IIA) and 
served a few years as co-chair of the Information Technology Committee.  This committee 
arranged for speakers on IT topics for the chapter’s monthly meetings.  This committee was 
also responsible for sponsoring an annual conference on IT AUDITING. 
 
The money made from the conferences was used for scholarships for students planning careers 
in the Auditing profession. 
 
I was also a Governor of the Toronto Chapter of IIA representing the IT Committee. 
 
 
 

Sandra Howells-Hercia and Don Hercia 
 
Don Hercia:  Born in Oshawa (in my grandparents’ house), I saw my father go off to war and 
return safely.  My mother was a "Bomb Girl" in Ajax and helped assemble planes at General 
Motors.  I attended public and high school here, adding a Tech degree from Ryerson.  My 40 
year career at General Motors started with an apprenticeship, ending as a supervisor in the 
Purchasing Department. 
 
Things were good in those "growing up years" following the war: a wonderful wife, 2 children 
(girl and boy) house, car, vacations and lots of friends.  I was retired for just 2 years when my 
wife of 38 years passed away. 
 
Friends introduced me to a service club, Sydenham Kiwanis Club. I involved myself with all 
aspects of the Kiwanis organization.  It was there that I met and married a lady who brightened 
my life.  She adds sunshine, smiles, 3 boys and grandchildren to our home.  Until the COVID 
virus we had travelled both nationally and internationally, enjoying new places and things. 
 
Sandra Howells-Hercia:  I am originally from northern Ontario.  After completing my education, 
I was employed by Ontario Hydro and married my high school sweetheart.  In 1973, my 
husband and I, along with our young sons, moved from the north to Oshawa. 
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We immediately became active members of Christ Memorial Anglican Church.  It was a very 
busy time with three boys and their activities.  I was fortunate to be a stay-at-home mother 
allowing me to volunteer in a number of different areas. 
 
Later, I became the Regional Secretary for a Christian organization which provided care for 
physically and developmentally challenged individuals.  At the same time, my husband and I 
were co-owners of a Young Drivers of Canada franchise in Uxbridge. 
 
A new chapter in my life began when I was widowed.  I was invited, by a friend, to join the 
Kiwanis Club of Sydenham.  There I had the opportunity to be involved in club activities and, 
also, hold a number of different positions.  It was there too that I was blessed to meet a special 
man who would become my husband. 
 
We have a large combined family and enjoy many holidays and celebrations together.  I/we look 
forward to meeting new people at PROBUS and enjoying new activities. 
 
 
 

Irené and Ted Warren 
 
Having spent 4 years in the UK, met Ted while working at Beechams Research Labs.  We were 
married at his village church in Brockham Green Surrey, 1966.  We came to Canada in 1967 
and moved to Oshawa 1970.  We have 2 children and 2 grandchildren.  I was a lab tech at HSC 
in Clinical Genetics and research and Ted ended at Honeywell in Aerospace.  We love the 
theatre, concerts etc. 
 
Most of our travels were on motorcycles, UK, Scandinavian, Netherlands, Australia, NZ, Croatia, 
Slovenia northern alps in Italy. Travelled across Canada, east coast, and the USA.  Managed 
some cruises in between. 
 
Our friends Sandra and Don Howells-Hercia asked us if we would be interested in joining, so 
here we are! 
 
 
 

PROBUS Clothing: 

 
PROBUS clothing is available online now. See Website link below to Roy’s 
Enterprise.  The site is set up for individual orders.  No group orders 
necessary.  Prices, colors and club names are on the website. 
 
Roy's Enterprise 
 

 
 
 

 
 
To follow the links within this Newsletter, don’t forget to “Ctrl + Click”. 
 
 
 

https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/ALr870Yfy3PWYZ1pKQwpSHJSxlA
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SOCIAL EVENT 
 

 
 

 
A group of club members went to visit Little Canada in 
downtown Toronto on Thursday, November 25th.  The 
founder of Little Canada Jean Louis Breninkmeijer (in red 
sweater) is in the photo below with PROBUS Club of 
Oshawa members. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 (Photos courtesy of Mary Gibson) 

 



 
 

7 

 
(Photos courtesy of Jackie Frank) 

 
 

 
(Photos courtesy of Gerry Henderson) 

 
 

 
 

Trivia Game 
 

Our last Trivia Game was on Monday, 
November 15th.  The winning team was comprised of 
Anne MacKay, Pat Henderson, Fred Ford and Gerry 
Henderson.  Congratulations! 
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Christmas and Holiday Events 
 
Reminder to those who have registered and paid, 
the Christmas luncheon is at Kedron Dells Golf 
Club, December 15th from noon to 3 PM. 

 
 
Click here to view upcoming Christmas and Holiday Events happening in Durham Region. 
 
 
 

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS 
 

 
If your group is meeting, don’t forget to send photos of your 
activities to be included in the newsletter.  Please send your 
information/photos to Cindy Fleming by the 25th of each 
month. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Card Making Group: Mary Gibson  
 
There has been an interest shown by a few people who want 
to try their hand at making homemade cards. If you are 
interested in this, as things open up please contact Mary at 
Marmojl245481@gmail.com. 

 
 
 

 
BOOKIES – Jane Havens and Barbara Towey 
 
The Bookies will meet on Tuesday, December 21st at 1:00 PM at the home of 
Barbara Towey.  Barbara will lead the discussion on the book “End of Your Life 
Book Club” by Will Schwalbe. 
 

BOOKWORMS – Maria Upton and Barb Jones 

 
The Bookworms will not be meeting in December.  Their next meeting is on 
January 25, 2022. 
 
 

https://www.todocanada.ca/christmas-and-holiday-events-in-durham-region/
mailto:Marmojl245481@gmail.com
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PROBUS BOOK CLUB - Mary Kelcey 

 
The PROBUS book club will not be meeting in December. 
 
 
 

BRAIN GAMES – Jackie Frank 
 
There will not be a Brain Games meeting in December.  Instead, the 
games will be sent online.  Anyone interested in receiving the games 
should contact Jackie Frank. 
 

 

 
 
 

MARATHON BRIDGE – Frank Kelcey 
 
Marathon Bridge is a social bridge group, dedicated to 
puting ace's on our opponents kings!  Our members range 
from rank amateurs to expert players, but we are all 
dedicated to enjoying playing bridge!  We are open to new 
members.  If you need a partner, we will try to find you 
one.  Our schedules are quite flexible, as you arrange date 
& time with the opposition.  We play in members’ homes.  I'd 
be happy to answer any questions you may have. 

Because of the pandemic, I'm not sure when we will be 
starting again, but I hope soon.  Any current members who will not be returning, could you 
please let me know. 

 

 
MOVIE GROUP – Mary Gibson 
 
FRIDAY NIGHT AT THE MOVIES 
 
The Friday Night at the Movies ZOOM group chat is now at 14 people. 
Movies are suggested by the members for the next meeting - (every 
two weeks).   
 
Please contact Mary Gibson, at marmojl245481@gmail.com on the 

Monday prior to the group chat for the ZOOM Meeting ID and Password if you wish to attend. 
The movies are available on Netflix.  Please watch them before the meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:marmojl245481@gmail.com
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SCRABBLE – Judy Bryson 
 
The Scrabble group will be meeting on Tuesday, 
December 7th which is a change from the norm at 1 PM at 
481 Masson Street, Oshawa.  All are welcome.  Please 
RSVP Judy (905) 576-0492. 
 
 

 
 
 

URBAN POLE WALKING – Sharon Smith 
 

For the winter months until further notice, we will be 
walking the Harmony Creek Trail on Mondays and Fridays 
starting at 9:30 AM. meeting at the Rossland/Wilson plaza 
near the Bollock Pub (previously the Tartan). This trail is 
the best for winter as it is well maintained, sheltered and 
safe. Contact information: sharonlsmith@sympatico.ca 

 

 
 
 

mailto:sharonlsmith@sympatico.ca
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjwvq-I_aPPAhVJ4oMKHaM8CpQQjRwIBw&url=http://www.gingersphysio.com/urban.html&bvm=bv.133387755,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNGFMFIyR-IQaZCOj4sb5VSEKUZF-A&ust=1474668125577038
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(Photos courtesy of Sharon Smith) 

 

 
 

YARN DIVAS - Barb Jones 
 
The Yarn Divas have planned another in-person meeting to share 
laughs, stories, and crafting techniques.  We will meet at the home of 
Carol Shewchuck at 10 AM on Wednesday, December 1st. 
  
All Oshawa PROBUS members who like to knit or crochet are 
welcome to join the Yarn Divas.  For more information, please contact 
Barb at barbandpete@rogers.com. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If any of our members have a favourite recipe, puzzle, photos of previous events, ideas on how 
interest groups are staying connected or any other information that might be of interest to others 
in our Club, please submit them to our newsletter editor, Cindy Fleming, (clf0808@yahoo.ca) for 
inclusion in the newsletter. 
 
 
 

mailto:clf0808@yahoo.ca
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Member Care 

With a Club such as ours, we need your help to let us know if one of our members is 
experiencing a serious illness or is hospitalized.  Our Club would like to let our ill members and 
their families know that they are in our thoughts as they deal with their illness with respect to the 
family’s wishes for privacy.  
 
In the same way, we need you to let us know if you become aware that a member, their spouse 
or close family member has passed on.  Often the family does not think to contact our Club, or 
know who to contact under these difficult circumstances.  We would like to respect the wishes of 
family and give our members the opportunity to express their condolences to the bereaved.  
Please let us know so we can respond appropriately. Email mariska578@gmail.com or 
oshawaprobusclub@gmail.com. 

 
 

PROBUS Club of Oshawa Website: 
www.oshawaprobus.com 

 
PROBUS CANADA Website: 

www.probus.org 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

PROBUS GLOBAL 
 

There are over 4,000 clubs worldwide with over 350,000 
members. Of those there are over 260 clubs operating in 
Canada. What you may not know that PROBUS also has a  

Global Club. 
 

PROBUS GLOBAL is open to any member of a PROBUS Club 
and provides an on-line forum to make connections to 
PROBUS members around the world. 
 

https://probusglobal.org 
 

mailto:mariska578@gmail.com
mailto:oshawaprobusclub@gmail.com
http://www.oshawaprobus.com/
http://www.probus.org/
https://probusglobal.org/
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15 New Year’s Day Traditions from around the World 

Click here to learn more about the following traditions 

 

1. United States: Watching the ball drop 

2. Brazil: Heading to the beach 

3. Spain: Eating 12 grapes 

4. India: Building a sculpture of an old man and burning it down 

5. Japan: Eating soba noodles 

6. France: Feasting with Champagne 

7. Haiti: Sharing soup joumou 

8. Denmark: Throwing old plates 

9. Canada: Going ice fishing 

10. Philippines: Serving 12 round fruits 

11. Mexico: Giving the gift of homemade tamales 

12. Greece: Hanging onions outside door 

13. Colombia: Placing three potatoes under the bed 

14. Ireland: Banging bread against the walls 

15. Norway and Denmark: Celebrating with a towering cake 

 

https://www.glamour.com/story/new-years-eve-day-traditions

