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PROBUS Club of Oshawa 
Newsletter:  October 2022 

 
 

 

President’s Message 

 
 
Hello and welcome to a new year of friendship and activities within the Oshawa 
PROBUS Club. As summer closes and fall/ winter approaches, hopefully we can 
look back to a wonderful summer with an abundance of warmth and happiness for 
all. 
  
Personally, my wife Donna and I have enjoyed many days at Buckhorn Lake this 
summer with family and newly acquired friends. 
 
Looking ahead to the 2022-23 PROBUS year I would like to welcome the new 
members onto the management team and the new members who joined the club 
this past year. Together the management team and the general membership will 
support each other to have a very successful year. TEAM is the key word. As they 
say, there is no I in team. 
 
I would like to thank Garry Christenson and Maria DeJong for their unending 
support preparing me for this years’ presidency. 
 
GREAT NEWS- coffee and goodies are back!  Remember to bring your own 
coffee mug. And the 50/50 draw has returned. 
 
Gerry and Jackie are back as our social event coordinators who will bring a wide 
variety of events throughout the year. Attend the next meeting to see what is 
available in the near future. 
 
Likewise, the Special Interest Group Leaders have sign-up sheets available at 
each general meeting for all members to get involved.  Should anyone have a 
NEW interest activity-step forward and add another to the list. 
 
Being new to the Oshawa area I have learned considerably from the various guest 
speakers who have presented topics to our membership. That said our October 
11th guest speaker will be Brenda Andrews- president of PROBUS Canada, who 
may speak about PROBUS on a nation-wide basis. 
 
We had very good attendance for our September general meeting. That in mind – 
let’s do that again for October 11th. 
   
Stay safe and respect each other. 

 

Chuck   Keller 
President 
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2022-23 Management Team 

 

 
 

Lifetime Membership – Maria de Jong 

 

THANK YOU! 

 
I was most surprised and am very honoured to have been given a Lifetime Membership to our 
PROBUS Club of Oshawa. 
 
Our Club has been very special to me from the first information meeting in January 2004. 
Through the years, I have gotten to know a number of members that have become very special 
to me for their personal support and friendship. I have enjoyed starting and participating in a 
number of SIGs that I believe play such a big part in our Club’s vibrancy. Over these past 18 
and one-half years, I have had great pleasure in participating in many of our recurring and even 
more, unique Social Events. And especially, I am very grateful for having been able to play a 
number of different roles on our Management Teams for quite a number of years. The Team’s 
support, inputs and enthusiasm for helping our Club grow and provide a place and time for 
pursuing mutual interests, social interaction and fun, aa well as stimulation for our brains, has 
been most gratifying. 
Lastly, I want to thank our members who have supported the Club, many from the very 
beginning, many of you for so many years and those who have chosen to become part of our 
Club much more recently, for your support as well as this special recognition. As we all know, 
the last two and one-half years have been challenging for us all, and for organizations like our 
Club, especially so. We have all had to learn to keep our social connections going in very 
different ways. I have had some concerns along the way for the future of our Club. As I result, it 
was wonderful to see so many of you out at our 2022 AGM. We had to put our out many extra 
chairs and tables! Just like times past. So many faces that I had not seen in person for all that 
time. 
Thank you again for honouring me in this way.  I do believe I will be able to wear my special 
gold Lifetime badge with great pleasure and for a long time! 
 
Maria de Jong 
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New Management Member Bios 
 

Member at Large – Steve Medley 
 
I'm a retired teacher. I taught history for the Durham District Board and have lived in Oshawa for 
48 years. My late wife Mary and I joined PROBUS in 2011 and served as joint Newsletter 
editors for 2 1/2 years. Mary served as Membership secretary for several years. I look forward 
to working with our Management Team this year. 
 
Steve Medley       

 
Member at Large – Wayne Lannon 
 
Hello!  My name is Wayne Lannon and I have been a member of PROBUS Oshawa for 
approximately one year. 
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Born and was raised in Medicine Hat, Alberta, I was fortunate to experience a career in the 
financial service industry with a major chartered bank for forty years.  Directly following this, I 
worked part-time for a friend in the office of his landscaping and rental company. 
 
During 2021, with my partner Marilyn of fifty years, the decision was made to move to Whitby, 
Ontario.  This decision was based on living closer to our daughter and her family as a first stage 
of retirement. 
During my years in various communities of Alberta, I participated as a member and held 
executive positions in several organizations: Kinsmen, Lion, Elks, Legion, Citizens on Patrol, 
Safe Grad, People with Disabilities, Cultural Arts, and, lastly, the Rotary Club of Westlock. 
 
My interests centre around sports and other outdoor activities.  Participation in groups which 
allow building and developing new acquaintances is also a priority.  This led directly to joining 
Probus. I look forward to being on the executive as a Member at Large during 2022-2023. 
 
 

Special Interest Group Coordinator – Geri Sparkes 
 

Geri Sparkes – Hello! Originally hailing from Newfoundland, I 
moved to Ontario at the age of nineteen. I spent most of my adult 
life in Mississauga, where I worked for a pharmaceutical company. 
After an amicable divorce, I joined a singles group where I 
coordinated many social events for them over the years. I moved to 
Oshawa after retiring in order to be closer to my son and daughter-
in-law. I joined the Oshawa Probus Club in March 2020. I enjoy 
hiking/walking, reading (I especially like whodunits), ice skating, 
and movies just to name a few. But my passion is travel. I am 
fortunate enough to have been able to journey to six continents in 
the world (all except the Antarctica which is on my bucket list).  

 
 

 

Some humour: 
 
A guy is reading his paper when his wife walks up 
behind him and smacks him on the back of the head 
with a frying pan. He asks, "What was that for?" She 
says, "I found a piece of paper in your pocket with 'Betty 

Sue' written on it." He says, "Jeez, honey, remember last week when I went to the track? 'Betty 
Sue' was the name of the horse I went there to bet on." She shrugs and walks away. 

Three days later he's reading his paper when she walks up behind him and smacks him on the 
back of the head again with the frying pan. He asks, "What was that for?" She answers, "Your 
horse called." 

 
 
 

https://www.pinoyteacherstories.com/2012/06/laughing-matter.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/
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Welcome to new members Patricia Burton and Lise Perini.  
Membership now stands at 270.  Two members not renewing, due to 
health and other reasons.  Thanks to the 142members who have 
renewed their membership.  Membership renewal of $40.00 payable 
to PROBUS Club of Oshawa can be mailed to Cindy Fleming. 

 
If you have changes to your contact information, please email 
oshawaprobusclub@gmail.com  
 

PROBUS Clothing: 
 
Since our club started, we have been providing the opportunity to buy 
jackets, hats, sweatshirts, t-shirts, etc. bearing the OSHAWA PROBUS 
LOGO.  The position is open for anyone interested in looking after this for 
Oshawa PROBUS Club.  Lorraine Veroba will provide information and 
assistance as needed.  Please consider taking on this task which is limited in 
time required to do it.  For more Information, contact Lorraine. 

 

PROBUS clothing is available online now.  See Website link below to Roy’s Enterprise.  The 
site is set up for individual orders.  No group orders necessary.  Prices, colors and club names 

are on the website. Roy's Enterprise 
 
 
To follow the links within this Newsletter, don’t forget to “Ctrl + Click”. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

mailto:oshawaprobusclub@gmail.com
https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/ALr870Yfy3PWYZ1pKQwpSHJSxlA
https://www.picserver.org/highway-signs2/m/membership.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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.  
RCAF museum: This museum is 
dedicated to preserving and telling the 
history of Canadian military aviation. 8 
members met at 1:30 pm on 
Wednesday September 21st, for a 
guided orientation session, followed by 
individual touring of the building and 
outside airpark.  
 
 
                  

(Photos courtesy of Gerry Henderson) 

 
 
 
 

 
Little Canada: Planned for Saturday October 22nd at 10:30 

AM. It consists of a miniature scale recreation of many geographic 
areas and landmarks throughout Canada. Located in downtown 
Toronto at 10 Dundas St East, right at the subway stop. As we do 
not have enough registrations for a group purchase, members     
must purchase individual “Timed Tickets” (10:30 AM) via the little-
canada.ca website. Tickets are $25 each +HST.  

 
Port Perry Discovery Adventure: Planned for October 

29th & 30th. You’ll have 2 days to complete the route. Admission is $5 
per car. Please signup at the general meeting or drop off your 
registration and admission at Jackie’s home. 

 
 
 

Euchre tournament: Marilyn has negotiated 

with Thornton Arms Pub for a Progressive Euchre 
afternoon on November 1st, from 1:30 to 4:30. $15 per 

person. Prizes & nibbles. 
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Oshawa Fire Dept:  a visit at 10:00 AM on November 30th 

to Fire Hall #5 (Harmony Rd North & Coldstream) to tour the 
facility, meet the staff and checkout the equipment. This will be 
followed by an 11:00 AM in-depth fire  safety presentation. 
Maximum 20 people. 
 

 
 

Christmas Luncheon: We have reserved Wednesday 

December 7th for our luncheon at Kedron Dells. The meal will be a 
buffet, turkey with all the trimmings, and vegetarian pasta. 
Maximum seating is 100 @ 8 per table. Costs to be determined in 
early October. Registrations will be accepted starting with the 
October general meeting. 
 

 
 

 

Trips organized by the PROBUS Club of Ajax 
 
 
Shirlie van Putten, from the Ajax Club, organizes day trips and is also involved with the travel 
agency HNA Travels, from Ottawa.  You can reach Shirlie at 905-619-8503 or 
at shirlievanputten@rogers.com 
 
Jackie Frank can send you the flyers on these trips if you want more information. 
 
Day Trips 
 
Wednesday, November 30: St. Jacob’s Christmas.  The trip includes a visit to the Farmer's 
Market, lunch and a matinee (The Sound of Music) in Cambridge.  Cost: $150 
 
Tuesday, December 13: Famous People Players, including lunch.  Cost: $120 
 
Overseas Trips 
 
February 9 to March 1, 2023:  12 nights in Portugal (Hotel Brisa Sol, Albufeira) and 8 nights in 
Spain (Sunset Beach Resort, Benalmadena).  Cost from $3,699 double occupancy to $4,899, 
depending on accommodation you choose. 
 
February 28 to March 22, 2023: 21 nights in Portugal (Hotel Brisa Sol, Albufeira).  Cost: $3,449 
double occupancy, $4,499 single  

 
 

Local events/activities 

 
Every month, Pat Bayus will be listing events and activities 
happening in the region in the coming month.  If you know of 
such events, email the information to Pat before the 15 of 
each month at   sunvalleywatch@sympatico.ca       

This Photo by Unknown 

mailto:shirlievanputten@rogers.com
mailto:sunvalleywatch@sympatico.ca
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:City_of_Chicago_Fire_Department_4911_W_Belmont.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
http://www.glutenfreealchemist.com/2016/12/tis-season-of-parties-buffets-and.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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DRIFF Film Festival Sept. 29 Centennial Building Whitby, Sept. 30th St. Francis Centre Ajax 
and Oct. 1st Biltmore Theatre  
 
The Durham Region International Film Festival (DRIFF) returns to venues across the Durham 
Region September 29 to October 1 offering three days of thoughtful curated in-person 
programming from around the globe with a focus on Canadian and Durham Region 
productions. This will be followed by a week of virtual screenings on a soon-to-be unveiled 
DRIFF On-Demand platform from October 2 to October 9. See the full DRIFF lineup here: 
  
DRIFF Day 1 | Thurs Sept 29 | Whitby Courthouse Theatre: https://www.driff.ca/driff-day-1 
DRIFF Day 2: | Fri Sept 30 | St. Francis Centre, Ajax: https://www.driff.ca/driff-day-2 
DRIFF Day 3: | Sat Oct 1 | The Biltmore Theatre, Oshawa: https://www.driff.ca/driff-day-3 
  

Get your tickets today: https://www.driff.ca/tickets  
 
  
 Cinefest, Wed. Sept. 28, Wed. Oct. 26th and Wed. Nov.30th. Cineplex, 1351 Grandview and 
Taunton.  Showings at 4pm & 7pm.  $10 each.  Check website for more info. 
 
Parkwood Estate – Oct. 5th to 16th,  Behind the Scenes Movie Tour.  Check website 
  
Regent Theatre – Classic Movies, first Thursday of each month.  Various other shows and 
Ontario Philharmonic Orchestra.  50 King St. E. 905 721-3399 
  
Camp Samac Fall Art Festival – Fri. Oct 14th – Sun Oct 16th  www.oshawaartassociation.com 
  
Biltmore Theatre – Durham Craft Beer Festival -  Saturday Oct. 22nd.  39 King St. E. 
Oshawa downtown.  11am. 
  
Pingles Harvest Festival – Sept. 10th to Oct. 30th. Pingles Farm Market. 1805 Taunton Rd. 
Hampton. Visit pinglesfarmmarket.com.   Event includes corn maze, playland, apple picking, 
harvest market,pumpkins, live music and more. 
  
Bowmanville Applefest – October 15th Downtown Bowmanville. – Website Applefest for more 
details.  Admission and parking free. 
  
Port Perry Annual Antique and Nostalgia Show and Sale – Oct. 22nd-23rd.  Scugog 
Community Centre 10am-4pm  $5.00 for 2 days. 
  
Oshawa Automotive Museum Heritage Walking Tour – Saturday Oct 8th 11am-1pm.  99 
Simcoe St. S. Visit website for more info 
  
Uxbridge – York-Durham Railway Tours”. Dinner train and  various train rides celebrating fall 
colours and harvest , Thanksgiving and Halloween.  19 Railway St. Uxbridge.  Call 905 852-
3696 
  
Ontario Regiment Museum – Saturday, Oct. 15th, Tank Saturday Armageddon.  10am – 
4pm  Information & tickets on Facebook   1000 Stevenson Rd. N. Oshawa Airport 
  

https://www.driff.ca/driff-day-1
https://www.driff.ca/driff-day-2
https://www.driff.ca/driff-day-3
https://www.driff.ca/tickets
http://www.oshawaartassociation.com/
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SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS 
 
If your group is meeting, don’t forget to send photos of your 
activities to be included in the newsletter.  Please send your 
information/photos to Connie Nelson by the 25th of each 
month. 

 
 
 

Proposed new/re-activated groups: 
 
 
We are attempting to revive the Art Group.  The concept will be the same as before i.e. bring 
an art project in progress or start one at the group.  Any media, any subject.  A convener will be 
determined once we know how many people are interested. The group previously met on the 4th 
Thursday of the month at 1:30 PM.  We can start with that then see if that time and day is 
suitable for most.   A sign- up sheet will be at the next general meeting in September.   
 
Breakfast Group is another group we would like to start up again.  It was once very popular.  If 
enough interest, we will have a meeting to determine where and when. 
 
 
Mahjong is presently inactive.  So, we are looking for a convener.  Any volunteers, please call 
Marlene Owen at (905) 723 0824 or Geri Sparkes at (416) 316 8775.  A sign-up sheet will be at 
the next general meeting. 
 
 
Cribbage has been very popular in the past but we are currently looking for a convener.  Again, 
any volunteers would be most welcome.  Please call Marlene Owen at (905) 723 0824 or Geri 
Sparkes at (416) 316 8775. 
 
 
Travel Group  It has been suggested that we re-start this group.  A sign-up sheet will be 
available at the next general meeting call Geri Sparkes at (416) 316 8775 or Marilyn Thaxter at 
(905) 767 3813.   
 
One of our members who was recently in touch had the following to say:- 
 

“It is good to connect solo travellers who might want a 
friend to share a trip whether they share a room or not. 
- share past travels/experiences & future plans 
- members can fine-tune their wishes whether cruise/bus 
trip/sun & sand/road trip/adventurous or 
relaxed/members that wish to travel over Christmas.   
 
I am not a travel agent but once two people come up 
with a plan they could then proceed to their travel agent 
or to their laptop to book their holiday. 
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Our first meeting could be on ZOOM since I have no 
idea the number of interested people.  One of our 
Oshawa PROBUS Travel meetings had close to thirty 
attendees.”   

 
She is talking from experience as she was a member of our travel group before. 

 
 

 
Card Making Group: Mary Gibson  
 
Card making meets once a month, every third Sunday at 2 
PM.  Just bring scissors and adhesive - things to make two 
cards will be precut for you. Contact Mary Gibson 
marmojl245482@gmail.com 

 
 
 

BRAIN GAMES – Jackie Frank 
 
The next meeting will be on Wednesday, October 19 at 10:00 a.m. at 
Jackie Frank’s house.  Contact Jackie if you are planning to attend. 
 
 
 

                                         GARDEN AND NATURE GROUP – Jackie Frank 
 
On Saturday, September 17, the group visited Durham College       
Farmers Market on Champlain Avenue and enjoyed a tour of the 
vegetable gardens. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Saturday, October 8, the group is going to Richters in Goodwood, a well-known source of 
dried herbs, plants, herbal oils and teas, etc.  Afterwards, we will do the Leaksdale Loop, a self-
guided tour of artists’ studios, farm markets, orchards, a country store, historical sites, etc., all in 
a 20 km loop. 

mailto:marmojl245482@gmail.com
https://freepngimg.com/png/53375-gardening-image-free-hd-image
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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LUNCH GROUP - Donna Keller and Marilyn Lannon 
 
A beautiful fall day in Ontario, and we were fortunate to spend part of the 
day with sixteen ladies from the PROBUS lunch group. We met at Legend 
of Fazio's in downtown Oshawa and enjoyed a menu with a large 
selection.  The original Fazio's was open for 38 years, closed in 2017, and 
reopened two years ago under new management. Very interesting old 
architecture with a pleasing ambiance.  
We certainly welcome any ladies who would like to join us on the third 

Tuesday of each month. Thank you, ladies, for attending the luncheon, have a 
wonderful Thanksgiving. We'll see you in October.  
 

 
 

   
 

 
 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/dksesh/38602299964/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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MOVIE GROUP – Mary Gibson 
 
Excitement builds as we watch all the new trailers for coming 
movies.  There are 17 people in this group and we can handle a whole 
theatre full so if you love going to the theatre to see your movies and 
are free Fridays for the first showing of new movies join our group - 
contact Mary Gibson Marmojl245481@gmail.com. 
 
The ZOOM Movie group for Netflix is still going strong though the 

lockdowns are over.  We pick two things to watch and then every second Friday night at 7 PM 
we get together to discuss the movies/series/documentaries we’ve all seen.  Please contact 
Mary Gibson if you would like to join the group. Marmojl245481@gmail.com. 
 
 

CHESS – Ed Taylor 
 
The chess games are every Tuesday from 1:00 p.m. until                                    
you are ready to leave. It is quite informal. 
 

 
 
 

URBAN POLE WALKING – Sharon Smith 
 

 
PROBUS Urban Pole Walking Schedule for OCTOBER, 
2022 9:30 am start | Monday and Friday mornings 
weather permitting sharonlsmith@sympatico.ca 
416-938-7841 
 

Oct 3 Monday Harmony Creek Trail. Park at Rossland and Wilson Plaza near Bollocks 
Pub (previous Tartan). Enter trail and head south along the creek. 

Oct 7 Friday Oshawa Creek Trail. Simcoe South, right on Mill Street drive to STORIE 
Park Clubhouse for parking (on the left at crest of hill after bridge). Oct 
10 Monday Waterfront Trail at Whitby Shores. Gordon Street South (off 
Victoria Street 

Oct 10 Monday Waterfront Trail at Whitby Shores. Gordon Street South (off Victoria 
Street west) to the end, turn left to parking near entrance. 

mailto:Marmojl245481@gmail.com
mailto:Marmojl245481@gmail.com
mailto:sharonlsmith@sympatico.ca
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjwvq-I_aPPAhVJ4oMKHaM8CpQQjRwIBw&url=http://www.gingersphysio.com/urban.html&bvm=bv.133387755,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNGFMFIyR-IQaZCOj4sb5VSEKUZF-A&ust=1474668125577038
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Oct 14 Friday North/South Rail Trail (Connaught Park to Beatrice Street). This parking 
spot is new for this trail. Meet at Connaught Park Clubhouse at 435 
Jarvis Street, Oshawa (Connaught Street can be reached off Simcoe 
Street North).  

Oct 17 Monday Cullen Gardens Trail. Taunton Road West to Cochrane, turn north on 
Cochrane. Follow road straight ahead to as far as it goes then bear left 
around corner toward a new parking area (construction in area.) 

Oct 21 Friday Harmony Creek Trail. Park at Rossland and Wilson Plaza near Bollocks 
Pub (previous Tartan). Enter trail and head south along the creek. 

Oct 24 Monday Waterfront Trail. Meet at UNIFOR building on Phillip Murray Drive and 
walk east to Stone Street. Park to left and back closest to the lake. 

Oct 28 Friday Thickson Point to Heydenshore. Meet at end of Thickson Road South to 
parking area (as far as you can go before lake) 

Oct 31 Monday Cullen Gardens Trail. Taunton Road West to Cochrane, turn north on 
Cochrane. Follow road straight ahead to as far as it goes then bear left 
around corner toward a new parking area (construction in area). 

                                    Please note: Fall/Winter start time is 9:30am. 
 

YARN DIVAS – Barb Jones, Convenor 

 Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, October 5 at 10 a.m. at the home 
of Barb Jones. 

Several of our members continued to make twiddle muffs for Alzheimer’s and 
dementia patients.  Many Alzheimer’s and dementia patients can become 
agitated if they can’t find their keys.  For this reason, we often attach a key to 
the twiddle muffs we create and donate.  If you have keys to a home you no 
longer live in, a suitcase you no longer use or a car you no longer drive 
floating around your “junk” drawer, please consider donating them to our 
group.  If you’re a sewer and have small tassels or zippers, they would also 
be appreciated.  Thanks! 

  

 
 
 

If any of our members have a favourite recipe, puzzle, photos of previous events, ideas on how 
interest groups are staying connected or any other information that might be of interest to others 
in our Club, please submit them to our newsletter editor, Connie Nelson, 
(connienelson@rogers.com) for inclusion in the newsletter. 
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Member Care 

With a Club such as ours, we need your help to let us know if one of our 
members is experiencing a serious illness or is hospitalized.  Our Club would like 
to let our ill members and their families know that they are in our thoughts as they 
deal with their illness with respect to the family’s wishes for privacy.  

 
In the same way, we need you to let us know if you become aware that a member, their spouse 
or close family member has passed on.  Often the family does not think to contact our Club, or 
know who to contact under these difficult circumstances.  We would like to respect the wishes of 
family and give our members the opportunity to express their condolences to the bereaved.  
Please let us know so we can respond appropriately. Email garry1.christenson or 
oshawaprobusclub@gmail.com. 

 
PROBUS Club of Oshawa Website: 

www.oshawaprobus.com 
 

PROBUS CANADA Website: 
www.probus.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

PROBUS GLOBAL 
There are over 4,000 clubs worldwide with over 350,000 members. Of 
those there are over 260 clubs operating in Canada. What you may not 
know that PROBUS also has a  

Global Club. 
 

PROBUS GLOBAL is open to any member of a PROBUS Club and 
provides an on-line forum to make connections to PROBUS members 
around the world. 

https://probusglobal.org 

mailto:oshawaprobusclub@gmail.com
http://www.oshawaprobus.com/
http://www.probus.org/
https://probusglobal.org/

