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PROBUS Club of Oshawa
Newsletter: September, 2021
Our PROBUS Club of Oshawa has been holding VIRTUAL
GENERAL MEETINGS since September 2020.

President’s Message
Well, my good friends, this is my first Newsletter as your new
President of the PROBUS Club of Oshawa. Thank you to all
those who cast your vote in my favor. I understand it was a
close race, but no one will tell me how close. Congratulations to
all the new and returning members of the Executive Team. I
look forward to working with all of you over the next year.
To Marilyn Thaxter, who has retired, I would like to thank you on
behalf of the entire membership for everything you have done to
make our Club a success.
A special thanks goes out to Ria de Jong for her leading the club in 2020 as
President and taking on the responsibilities again this past year when Al had to
step aside for personal reasons.
The last 18 months has been a difficult time for all of us, for some no doubt more
difficult than others. There is light at the end of the tunnel and I look forward to
getting together once again at our earliest opportunity.
Your executive is working on protocols to allow us to begin meeting in person and
please be assured the safety of our membership is of our utmost concern. We are
also considering Hybrid meetings for those who still feel uncomfortable with
attending in person. Hybrid for those who are unaware, would allow you to attend
our meetings virtually, but you would still need to access the meeting via your
computer.
A number of Social Events have been planned and proposed. Jackie Frank and
Gerry Henderson have been working on the second of three Local Adventure
Tours. In the newsletter you will find more particulars. Come and join in. The first
one was a lot of fun and really not time consuming.
Gerry is also working on a Christmas luncheon. It is still in the planning stages
and be assured, we will ensure strict protocols and Heath requirements are
followed.
Sheila Leonard has been doing a fantastic job in arranging our guest speakers.
We have speakers scheduled for September, Durham Master Gardeners, October,
Indigenous Painting, and November, The Regimental Museum.

David Hardy,
Web Master
Cindy Fleming,
Newsletter Editor
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Several of our Special Interest Groups have been meeting outdoors and the Movie group has
been going strong over the summer. If any of the Special Interest Groups have been meeting or
are planning to meet in the near future, please let Anne or Elaine know so we can pass on to
everyone.
By the time you read this Newsletter, we will have welcomed some of our newer members to a
small informal get together at the 420 Wing.
You all should have received a questionnaire regarding re-opening protocols etc. Please take
the time to respond as this will help us determine our next steps. Remember, THIS IS YOUR
CLUB, and we value your input.
Until we meet again, enjoy the balance of your summer and most of all, remain safe.

Garry Christenson
President

NEW MEMBERS EVENT – THURSDAY, AUGUST 26, 2021
Our first New Members Event since 2019 took place on Thursday
August 28th, at the 420 Wing. Nine new members joined seven
representatives of the Management Team and Special Interest
Groups. We were able to meet and socialize with Geri Sparks, Chuck
and Donna Keller, Suzanne and Paul Martin, Sharon Smith, Wayne
and Marlene Lannon, and Ron Smith, and share what our PROBUS
Club of Oshawa offers its members.

SEPTEMBER GENERAL MEETING
Our next ZOOM Virtual General Meeting will be on Tuesday,
September 14th at 10 AM.
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EASY STEPS TO PARTICIPATING IN OUR GENERAL
MEETINGS VIA ZOOM



Use your browser to go to the website, www.zoom.us



At the top right corner of the screen that opens up, click on the button, that says
JOIN A MEETING



Enter the Meeting ID code sent to you by email a day or so before the meeting
date.



Enter the Passcode as directed.



You will be put into a Waiting Room, until you are admitted by the Host.



Once in the meeting check the toolbar at the bottom of your screen to see that
your Video is on. If not, click it to on.



You can also check that your Audio is on the same way. You will be asked to
Mute your audio during the Speaker sections of our General Meeting.

If you need further assistance getting familiar with getting on and using ZOOM, please contact
Maria de Jong at mariska578@gmail.com.

SEPTEMBER SPEAKERS – Ann Joyner and Tracey Smyth, Durham Master Gardeners
Getting Your Garden Ready for Winter/Fall

In their presentation, Ann and Tracey will discuss what to
clean up, what to leave, how to deal with annuals,
perennials, bulbs, evergreens, ornamental grasses,
roses, shrubs, trees and lawns.

This presentation promises to be wide-ranging and very
informative, so if you are interested in gardening make sure to have a pen and paper handy so
you can make note of their suggestions!
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Our membership number now stands at 261. Welcome to members
Carol and Stuart Tyas who have rejoined our club.

If you do not wish your membership to be renewed at no cost for the upcoming year,
please email Connie Nelson at connienelson@rogers.com or call her at (905) 576-9022.
An updated membership list will be sent to members in September.

To follow the links within this Newsletter, don’t forget to “Ctrl + Click”.

SOCIAL EVENTS
Local Discovery Tour!
On August 7th and 8th, we had the first leg of our Local Discovery
Adventure. Club members had fun and discovered things they
did not know about the area. The winning team was Sheila
Leonard and Elaine Lopes, followed closely by Allan and Donna
Anderson and Lynda Phippard and Garry Christenson.

(Photos courtesy of Jackie Frank)

Well, it’s time to get into your cars again and discover another part of the local area.
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The second part of our Local Discovery Tour will take place on September 11th and 12th. It
may take up to 2 hours to complete. You can do it on one day or over the two days. It is up to
you. Your passenger(s) do not have to be PROBUS members. You will need to register online
at socialregisteroshawaprobus@gmail.com by September 9th. The cost is $10 per car. Cheques
payable to the PROBUS Club of Oshawa can be mailed or dropped off at one of the following
members’ homes: Marilyn Thaxter, Jean Wilson or Jackie Frank. After receiving your
registration and payment, we will email you the itinerary/route on Friday night, September 10th
So, buckle up and enjoy a little day trip in the area!

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS
If your group is meeting, don’t forget to send photos of your
activities to be included in the newsletter.

The Hand and Foot Group have been meeting and playing cards ... weather permitting...
winning ... losing... remembering how to shuffle seven decks of cards ...

(Photo courtesy of Marilyn Thaxter)
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Card Making Group: Mary Gibson
There has been an interest shown by a few people who want
to try their hand at making homemade cards. If you are
interested in this, as things open up please contact Mary
at Marmojl245481@gmail.com.

BOOKWORMS – Maria Upton and Barb Jones
The Club will hold its September meeting outside on September 28th at 10 AM at
Elfrida’s home if they are able. A ZOOM meeting will also be arranged as back
up. Their September book selection is: “City of Girls” by Elizabeth Gilbert. Club
members can pick up their “book in the bag” copy this week from Maria.

PROBUS BOOK CLUB - Mary Kelcey
The PROBUS book club will meet on Thursday, September 23rd at 7 PM hosted by
Carol. Helene will lead the discussion on “Find You First” by Linwood Barclay.

BRAIN GAMES – Jackie Frank
The next meeting of the group will take place at Lakeview Park on
Wednesday, September 15th at 10 AM. Bring your chair, your coffee/tea
and your ability to laugh at yourself! If you have not done so, please
confirm with Jackie Frank that you are planning to attend.

DAY TRIPPERS – Jackie Frank
On Tuesday, September 21st, the Day Trippers are going to visit
the ZimArt’s Rice Lake Gallery. If you would like to share a ride
with someone, contact Jackie Frank.
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GARDEN/NATURE GROUP – Jackie Frank
The group is joining the Day Trippers on their visit to ZimArt’s
Rice Lake Gallery on Tuesday, September 21st. Every
member of the group is welcome.

LUNCH GROUP – Connie Nelson
The lunch group met on the patio of The Royal Oak, 304 Taunton
Road East, Whitby at noon on Tuesday, August 17th. All
attendees had been fully vaccinated and COVID precautions were
observed. Provided the weather cooperates and restrictions
allow, we will plan to meet on a patio in September.

MOVIE GROUP – Mary Gibson
FRIDAY NIGHT AT THE MOVIES
The Friday Night at the Movies ZOOM group chat is now at 14 people.
Movies are suggested by the members for the next meeting - (every
two weeks). Next group chat is Friday, September 3rd.

Please contact Mary Gibson, at marmojl245481@gmail.com on the Monday prior to the group
chat for the ZOOM Meeting ID and Password if you wish to attend. The movies are available on
Netflix. Please watch them before the meeting.
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SCRABBLE – Judy Bryson
The Scrabble group will be meeting on Thursday,
September 9th at 1 PM at 481 Masson Street, Oshawa. All
are welcome. RSVP Judy (905) 576-0492.

URBAN POLE WALKING – Sharon Smith
Contact information: sharonlsmith@sympatico.ca

PROBUS Urban Pole Walking Schedule for September 2021
9 AM start (for summer) Walking approximately 5km (one hour and a bit)
Monday and Friday mornings
September 3
Friday
September 6
Monday
September 10
Friday
September 13
Monday
September 17
Friday
September 20
Monday
September 24
Friday
September 27
Monday

Thickson Point to Heydenshore (re-opened): Meet at the end of
Thickson Road South to parking area (as far as you can go before lake)
Cullen Gardens Trail: Taunton Road, turn north on Cochrane Street,
right at 2nd dirt road toward Pickleball courts
North/South Rail Trail: Park at Northview Community Centre at Beatrice
Street and Ritson Road. Connect to trail behind Centre
Waterfront Trail at Whitby Shores: Gordon Street South (off Victoria
Street west) to the end, turn left parking and entrance
Harmony Creek Trail: Parking at Rossland and Wilson Plaza near Tartan
Pub (due to construction on the trail at Adelaide, we will go north first and
then south to Adelaide up to where it is blocked from going further)
Darlington Park Trail: Col Sam Drive past GM Corporate building. Turn
right on dirt road - follow to parking at the end
Oshawa Creek Trail: Simcoe Street South, right on Mill Street to Storie
Park Clubhouse for parking (down across bridge on the left at crest of
hill)
Waterfront Trail: Meet at UNIFOR building on Phillip Murray Drive. Park
to left and back closest to the lake.
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YARN DIVAS - Barb Jones
Many of our members have been busy creating items which will be donated
this month. Everyone is reminded to bring finished items to the September
meeting:
 Hats and mitts for elementary schools;
 Baby/preemie hats for Lakeridge Health Oshawa;
 Twiddle muffs and sensory blankets for the Alzheimer's Society and
Lakeridge Health Whitby;
 Mats (knit or crochet) for cages at the Humane Society;
 Quilted sensory mats for Lakeridge Health Ajax;
 Blankets for Project Linus;
 Picc line covers (for patients with cystic fibrosis and those receiving
chemo treatments) for Mount Sinai Hospital
Our next outdoor in-person meeting will be at 10 AM on Wednesday, September 8th at the home
of Jo Taylor. If the weather doesn't co-operate, we will have a ZOOM meeting instead and then
will make arrangements to get donations to the right members for delivery.

If any of our members have a favourite recipe, puzzle, photos of previous events, ideas on how
interest groups are staying connected or any other information that might be of interest to others
in our Club, please submit them to our newsletter editor, Cindy Fleming, (clf0808@yahoo.ca) for
inclusion in the newsletter.
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Member Care
With a Club such as ours, we need your help to let us know if one of our members is
experiencing a serious illness or is hospitalized. Our Club would like to let our ill members and
their families know that they are in our thoughts as they deal with their illness with respect to the
family’s wishes for privacy.
In the same way, we need you to let us know if you become aware that a member, their spouse
or close family member has passed on. Often the family does not think to contact our Club, or
know who to contact under these difficult circumstances. We would like to respect the wishes of
family and give our members the opportunity to express their condolences to the bereaved.
Please let us know so we can respond appropriately. Email mariska578@gmail.com or
oshawaprobusclub@gmail.com.

PROBUS Club of Oshawa Website:
www.oshawaprobus.com
PROBUS CANADA Website:
www.probus.org

PROBUS GLOBAL
There are over 4,000 clubs worldwide with over 350,000
members. Of those there are over 260 clubs operating in
Canada. What you may not know that PROBUS also has a
Global Club.
PROBUS GLOBAL is open to any member of a PROBUS Club
and provides an on-line forum to make connections to
PROBUS members around the world.
https://probusglobal.org
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